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In the extreme, the view that cohort differences are of vital concern and must be controlled to truly measure intelligence implies that norms for any intelligence test are not generalizable to other cohorts. WAIS-III norms, for example, obtained in 1995 96, might be viewed as suitable for 60-year-olds born in the 1935 36 (Depression time), but not the early 1940s (war time). Restandardizations would be needed every 5 years or so, a nice ideal but not a very practical one. Schaie and Schaie (1977), using Wechsler s adult tests as examples, have even suggested that  tests which have been constructed for a given cohort...may not be valid for successive cohorts  (p. 695). For the most part, we agree with Botwinick s (1977) view of cohort effects:  In the world outside the laboratory where abstractions differentiating between cohort and age do not exist, age and cohort are one. Age is not synonymous with biology, nor is cohort synonymous with sociocultural influences  (p. 583). Schaie s research has been quite valuable in helping us understand intelligence and aging and in stimulating research. Surely the simple crosssectional data do not have important ontogenetic implications, and declining intelligence for a given person undoubtedly occurs far later in the life span than ever conceptualized prior to Schaie s and Owens s series of studies. Yet it is unclear to what degree findings with group tests generalize to the Wechsler scales, and it is at least arguable whether correction for all variance attributable to cohort effects is justifiable, except as a basis for enhancing our theoretical understanding of intellectual development across the life span.
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		Kaufman s (1990, 2001) Longitudinal Investigations of Wechsler s Adult Scales Using Independent Samples
Schaie s research  substantiated the position that cohort differences exert profound effects in observed patterns of intellectual development in
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		172 PART II INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES ON AGE, SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS, AND OTHER KEY VARIABLES adulthood  (Dixon, Kramer, & Baltes, 1985, p 318) Perhaps IQs earned by different cohorts should be adjusted for these effects and perhaps not, but the key question that remains unanswered from cross-sectional investigations of Wechsler s series of scales is whether the rapid decline in Wechsler s Performance IQ, even after control for the cohort effects attributable to years of formal education, is an artifact of other unknown cohort variables Another important question based on the WAIS-III cross-sectional data (Kaufman, 2001) and WAIS-R cross-sectional data for elderly samples ages 75 and older (Ryan, personal communication, March, 1998; Ryan, Paolo, & Brungardt, 1990) is whether the substantial decline in Verbal IQ after age 74 is an artifact of uncontrolled cohort variables Do the descending mean P-IQs evident in Figure 5.
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		5 apply only to different age groups at a fixed point in time, or do these results have at least some implications for ontogenetic changes  What about the descending mean V-IQs for ages 75 and older in Figure 54  Certainly the evidence necessary to answer these questions was not available in the existing Wechsler literature when the first edition of this book went to press in 1990 Most longitudinal studies of the Wechsler-Bellevue or WAIS focused on older subjects, even at the initial assessment, and none of these studies adequately handled the issue of practice effects or progressive error on the Performance subtests.
While writing the aging chapter in the first edition of this book, Kaufman (1990,  7) was troubled by the lack of an answer to the important question about P-IQ decline and conducted a study that was inspired by the methodologies of Owens (1966), Schaie (1983b), and Parker (1986), and by Kausler s (1982, 1991) detailed discussions of the pros and cons of diverse methodologies Parker (1986) had the clever idea of examining the comparative performance of year-ofbirth cohorts by equating the standardization samples of the Wechsler-Bellevue I, WAIS, and WAIS-R However, he focused solely on the Full Scale IQ, when it is the separate V- and P-IQs that are of the greatest theoretical interest for analyses of aging But Parker s article made Kaufman (1990) realize the analogy between the WAIS and WAIS-R standardization samples and Schaie s repeated cross-sectional analyses between 1956 and 1977.
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